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When the Going Gets Tough…
Endurance and perseverance are qualities we read about in the scriptures. We have this saying that when
the going gets tough, the tough get going. In the Kingdom of God, spiritual tenacity is not about making a
better muscle. It's about trusting God and receiving His strength. Jesus wants to be amazing in us, far more
than we could ever be in our altruistic self. In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, the apostle Paul writes concerning how
the Lord answered his prayer three times when he asked for the thorn in his flesh to be removed. "Each
time He said, 'My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.' So now I am glad to boast about
my weakness so that the power of Christ can work through me. That's why I take pleasure in my weaknesses and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak,
then I am strong."
During my recent trip to Peru, I witnessed this spiritual tenacity. It originates from God's grace, giving power to persevere through troubles and difficulties. Many of the pastors and leaders that were discipled at the
Iquitos MEPI Bible Academy manifest this quality. Training ministers for the gospel involves imparting Biblical knowledge, equipping for ministry, and developing character. But it also consists of a disciple being
filled with the grace and power of the Holy Spirit so that when the going gets tough, God's grace will make
us strong.
Diego Jaramillo grew up in Santo Thomas village, where his father, Santos Isidro, pastors the church and
discipled his family. Diego received training at the Bible Academy and is the new pastor of the Iquitos MEPI
Central Church. The night I was visiting the church, Pastor Diego said they witnessed several physical healings while going out into the streets and homes. The people who received healing came to the church the
following Sunday to share what God did for them. They also held an all-night prayer and worship service
that week. Diego's wife, Rosmery, is from Leticia, Colombia; moving to Iquitos with Diego and being far
away from her family at first was very hard and challenging for her. However, the grace of God has sustained her as she has made new friends, and God's grace is flowing through her to others. -Cont. Pg. 2
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The Kingdom of God is advancing in Santo Thomas! It was a blessing to minister at a Thursday evening service celebrating 27 people who were baptized the previous Sunday.

Emilio Sahuarico another, academy graduate, has been pastoring in Manacamire Village for 32 years. He
is a faithful servant of God that has made many disciples and planted numerous churches. Guido Sahuarico, the president of MEPI Mission, grew up with Emilio as his pastor. Emilio felt called to remain
single and not marry to devote his full attention to pastoring, teaching, and discipling. The difficult sacrifice he has made is only possible by God's grace.

Justo Mashacuri started his studies at the Iquitos Bible Academy in 1986 and, in 2001, he was able to return and graduate. In 2012 he was appointed as an apostle out of San Lorenzo. In December of that year,
I remember meeting with him and listening to his vision and strategy to reach the seven tribal groups
spread throughout the tributaries of the Amazon in the Datem de Maranon Province. When I first visited in January of 2014, there were nine MEPI churches. Later that year, we appointed another apostle to
help with the gospel work. Today there are 60 MEPI churches in that province. He returned to the Iquitos area two years ago and has been battling health complications. He lives in Llanchama Village, where
he assists Pastor Jacob. There have been many testimonies of miraculous healings as Justo lays his hands
on people and prays a prayer of faith. Now, as he battles a rare disease, he is a living example of God's
grace being sufficient in our weakness to persevere.

Our primary project this year is to expand our facilities at the Iquitos MEPI Bible Academy. We are in
the process of preparing plans to add a second story to the left-wing building and add new malocas for
lodging. We will also be upgrading our kitchen facilities and will be repurposing part of the right-wing
building to provide more classrooms. We started sharing the need in February for this $200,000 expansion project. God has been providing in marvelous ways as $150,000 has been donated or pledged this
year. We are grateful to all those who have prayed and given towards this project which will begin in
September. Would you prayerfully consider partnering with us so we can make this vision a reality and
continue to make disciples and ministers of the gospel that demonstrate spiritual tenacity?

Feeding on His faithfulness, David Pepper

Pastor Emilio continues to
lead a reproducing church
with a vibrant faith in Manacamire Village.

It was so good to connect with
Justo Mashacuri in Llanchama
Village.

The left-wing of MEPI Bible
Academy expansion project that
will have a second floor for offices
and a meeting hall.

The left-wing, second floor conceptual design.

Plans for new maloca to be constructed in the back of Mepi’s property.

President Guido with Caleb Paredes, the engineer working on
design concepts for the MEPI Bible Academy expansion.

Mario & Lesly Zamora recently
moved to Manaus, Brazil, and
opened their home for a house
church with 12 new young adult believers. This couple came to faith in
Jesus along with Mario's mother,
Lisbeth, through Lorena Aranciba
sharing the gospel. Then they were
discipled in the Precious Seeds of
Jesus Church in Iquitos, Peru.
Lisbeth is a student at the Iquitos
Bible Academy.

New drilling
equipment for
potable shallow
wells that was
sponsored by
Fred & Dawn
Deiser and their
group of Alaskan friends.

Traveling
to Shiriara
village on
the Nanay
river with a
team for an
outreach to
children.

Personal Note
LaRae and I are spending the month of July preaching and connecting with church partners, visiting with friends,
and loving on our grandchildren in Alaska. As the restrictions for traveling are easing up, we are beginning to coordinate with mission-team leaders for returning to the Amazon this fall and in 2022. We are excited for the opportunity to lead teams again and have many of you come to minister in Peru, Colombia, and Brazil.

Prayer Needs
Finale provision for expanding the facilities at the Iquitos MEPI Bible Academy.
Wisdom for our directors of the MEPI Mission to be led by the Holy Spirit.
That hearts would be open to receiving the Gospel of Christ as our apostles travel throughout the Amazon.

Current Financial Needs for Amazon Outreach
$ 8,000 for leadership conferences
$10,000 medical and dental outreaches
$50,000 remaining to expand the Iquitos MEPI Bible Academy facilities

Thank you for your prayers and generous gifts to help those we serve in the
Amazon Jungle. You are making a difference!
GIVE ONLINE: www.amazonoutreachperu.org

BY MAIL:
Amazon Outreach Peru
2210 W Main Street Ste. 107-331
Battle Ground, WA 98604
CONTACT:
David Pepper: 907-841-2434
davidpepperak@gmail.com
Beth Pepper: 269-779-3954
knotoncall65@gmail.com

