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When Missionaries Roamed the Earth  

 
 

I have vivid memories of attending ministry confer-

ences in the late 90’s and early 2000’s and hearing of 

the masses of young people who, upon reaching adult-

hood, were leaving their Christian faith. Like the last 

triceratops on a lonely death march through a frozen 

Siberian valley, it seemed as if the ice age for Christiani-

ty had come. It was hopeless to envision that we were 

just a few years away from seeing the last young, pro-

fessing Christian attend a university, head to Florida for 

spring break, renounce their faith, and walk away from 

following Jesus—adding Christianity to the list of ex-

tinct species from the earth. But then I remembered 

that Jesus told a young group of his followers that He 

would build His church upon the revelation of who He 

is and that the gates of hell will not defeat it. I decided 

to go with what Jesus said, faith was unleashed in my 

spirit and cancelled the echoes of fear that were bom-

barding my mind.  

Fast forward to the present day. I have been blessed to 

hear that BSSM in Redding, California—a school my 

daughter LaRiesa graduated from in 2011—just graduat-

ed 2500 students, many of them young adults. Kris Val-

lotton testified on Facebook that 21 years ago they start-

ed with only 37 students, and the school has had con-

tinual growth. Friends of ours, Dan and Daniel Friess, 

moved their family a few years ago to Kona, Hawaii, 

and now teach at the YWAM base. Just last year they 

graduated more ministers than at any other time in 

their history! The University of the Nations annual re-

port says, “We trained 2531 students in 2018 and we saw 

18 percent growth in DTS and degree level training.” I 

have also been privileged to speak at both Alaska Bible 

Institute and the Iquitos MEPI Academy and witness 

the palpable call of God on young men and women who 

are being prepared to embark on a lifetime of living out 

their faith in Christ with courage and love. 

We do not have to fear that one day we will look back 

at a lost time when missionaries walked the Earth. 

They are still roaming the planet today and the gospel 

is advancing.  Pray for the recent graduates from our 

MEPI Academies in Peru that they will be strength-

ened from within by the Spirit of God as they fulfill 

the Call of God on their lives and make ferociously 

loyal disciples. Here are some of these graduates and 

where they are roaming the jungle. — David Pepper 

Kennington, on the left and Jerson, second from 
right, are recent graduates of MEPI Bible Acade-
my.  I met them in Islandia in February as they were 
interim co-pastors for the church there.  Jerson is 
now assisting the pastor in Santa Rosa and Ken-
nington is back in his village of Shiriara completing 
his high school education. 

The hunger to learn the scriptures and a call to 
ministry many times comes to teenagers 15 and 16 
years old and these young people will attend the 
MEPI Bible Academy during their summer high 
school break which is January to March.  

 



 

Arturo Mendoza and his wife Liz are recent 
graduates of MEPI Academy and are now 
pastoring in Pevas. God saves and calls both 
teenagers and those who are old enough to 
have teenagers or grandchildren. He is equal 
opportunity in the call to serve in His King-
dom.  

SNAPSHOTS 

 

We love these two beautiful servants of the 
Lord, Abner and Clara, directors of House 
of Hope. They love, teach, and feed the 
children who live in the Belen Barrio in 
Iquitos. They are currently enrolled in the 
MEPI Bible Academy. 

Thank you Bob Barnett and the team 

from Riverland Church for the Grand Tes-

timony’s Church concrete floor, what a 

labor of love.  

Mazan church building is under construc-

tion thanks to the partnership of Pastor 

Barry Bivens and Cowboys for Christ 

Church. 



 

 

   

 

 

“Here am I” and “Speak, your servant is listening”, are responses Samuel had 
when the Lord called to him. I have found myself saying those same words 
when I hear the Lord calling me. Often times, just as with Samuel what the 
Lord says will lead us into difficult situations.  

We faced some of those hard situations as we served the Kandozi tribe this 
year alongside a courageous team from MEPI and LifeBridge Church.  Having 
traveled 22 hours via boat to bring hope through the power of God’s Word and 
the Amazon Outreach/MEPI relief clinics, we finally arrived at our destination 
on the Chapuri River. Hundreds of Kandozis had gathered awaiting our arri-
val. As I stepped out of the boat, not knowing what I was stepping into, I knew 
we all were simply responding to the Lord with the words, “Here am I.”  

As we began to see patients in our relief clinic, a critical case came to the at-
tention of Ursula, who is the director of the relief clinics. Having heard our 
team would be in Galilea, Kandozi parents had traveled for hours via boat 
seeking help for their baby boy. Having determined the boy was in severe res-
piratory distress and was dying, Ursula urged the parents to seek medical treat-
ment in the city which was a six hour boat ride away. The father refused that 
treatment option as well as a second course of action which was to administer 
a steroid injection to his son whose life hung in the balance. When his wife’s 
pleas on behalf of the young boy had no effect on the father’s decision, the 
chief was summoned and asked to intervene, and he overrode the father’s deci-
sions. He told the father that merely showing up wasn’t going to be enough to 
save his son; he needed to listen to what was being told to him. The injection 
was given along with other treatments, and prayers of faith were lifted up to 
the Lord. The baby survived, and Ursula attributed that to God’s miraculous 
power!  

My role in our clinics is to keep the patients moving through after triaging the 
cases, fill in where needed, and pray for people. While working, I was so 
blessed to see a little friendly face, Beti, a healthy baby girl now two years of 
age. As a newborn, she was left to die on a riverbank and was rescued there by 
a widow.  Beti’s momma couldn't afford to raise her, as her husband had aban-
doned her with three children. Unfortunately, this is a tragic situation some 
Kandozi women face. Yet here we found this precious toddler who stole our 
hearts two years ago when she was just hours old and being held in the arms of 
this beautiful tribal lady. We encouraged this poor widow and gave her an 
offering and items to help. Because her heart was listening and because she 
responded with “Here am I”, Beti has been given an opportunity to live.  

Prayerfully consider supporting our relief clinics as they are expanding and be-
ing requested to operate with most teams coming to serve MEPI now. Clinics 
that can be staged more local to Iquitos run about $1,000 per 100 patients 
served. This includes medication and an exam by a licensed medical profes-
sional. As we travel to remote villages and tribes, the needs are more desperate 
and the cost to serve those areas also increases. Our vision is to support every 
mission team with a medical clinic. This, along with the gospel message, brings 
life and a great hope to the underserved.  —Beth Pepper 

 

Here Am I 

Baby Beti, March 4, 2017, just hours 

old, rescued off the riverbank of the 

Chapuri River by a courageous widow. 

Little Beti, named after Beth  

Pepper, is now two years old.  



 

 

 

 
GIVE ONLINE: www.amazonoutreachperu.org 

 
BY MAIL:  

Amazon Outreach Peru 
2210 W Main Street Ste. 107-331 

Battle Ground, WA 98604 
 

CONTACT:  
David Pepper: 907-841-2434 
davidpepperak@gmail.com 

 
Beth Pepper: 269-779-3954 
knotoncall65@gmail.com 

1Nation1Day Peru is June 20-30. Our Spirits are filled with excitement to be partnering with 
Missions Me and the Alaska teams coming from Church on the Rock and Maranatha Fellow-
ship. We will be coordinating the drilling of 32 water wells in five days and ask for your pray-
ers that God will be glorified, households and communities will be blessed and many will 
come to faith in Jesus Christ.  

 Medical Relief Clinics - $10,000 

 Student sponsorships for MEPI Bible Academy students- $2,000 

 Assistance for widows and households affected by disabilities- $5,000 

Thank you for your prayers, encouraging words, and support. These are some 

of the current financial needs for Amazon Outreach.  


